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School Design Team includes middle schoolers
As Oregon City school district leaders work with architects to design the new Gardiner Middle School and
renovate Ogden Middle School, they are considering not only the buildings, but also new middle school
education strategies.
The Middle School Design Team includes teachers and students from Gardiner and Ogden Middle
Schools who will work with staff from BRIC architecture, experts in northwest school design.
Committee members discovered design ideas by touring recently built schools, such as Parkrose Middle
School, the Karl Miller Center at Portland State University, and Arlington Elementary in Tacoma. The
group has also been inspired by schools like High Tech High in San Diego and Prestwick STEM Academy, a
K-8 school in Texas.
“I am inspired by schools with a lighter, brighter feeling that makes people feel happier just being there,”
said School Board member Nicole White. “It will be important to provide professional development for
teachers so we make the best educational use of the space we create.”
“We envision a building that makes students want to be in school and encourages them to gather,” said
Gardiner Principal Michael Sweeten. “We want a design that connects our community and encourages
students and teachers to interact outside class.”
“Students are hoping the new building will have lots of natural light and a connection to nature,” said
eighth grader Brayden Welch. “We want windows that open, and seating in public areas where students
can hang out and socialize before and after school.”
The teachers and students on the design committee will gather input from a diversity of students and
staff members by using empathetic interviews. Assistant Superintendent Kyle Laier explained, “This is
part of the design thinking process— understanding user perspectives so we can design a better
experience for them.”
“We want to design the kind of school that draws students in,” said Laier. “We want every student to feel
engaged, safe, and inspired to collaborate with others in their learning.”
PHOTO: Oregon City’s middle school design team includes students, teachers, and
school staff. Pictured are Ogden Middle School principal Lisa Normand, Ogden student
Lilyana Hirschi, and Gardiner Middle School woodshop teacher Allen Kinast.
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Parents flock to Family Focus Forum
For the 12th consecutive year, Oregon City Schools hosted a free, day-long parenting conference with the
goal of giving parents skills to support their children.
The theme of this year’s event was Raising Healthy Kids Who Thrive, including workshops on teen
depression and anxiety, bullying, stress-free family meals, and teaching self-confidence and
independence.
Nearly 500 people attended the event, over 100 more than last year. Organizer Debbie Cole was excited
to see the diversity of participants, from parents with newborns to parents of teens; families speaking
Spanish and Russian, and even families from neighboring communities.
“I want to learn how to listen and respond positively to help our kids adjust to transitions,” said first time
attendee Robert Kerr. ‘I’m also hoping to discover strategies for managing screen time for teens.”
Keynote presenter Dr. Amy Stoeber shared information about the impacts of Adverse Childhood
Experiences [ACEs], and ways to help children with trauma, family stress, and transitions.

“Family engagement and family health are so vital to children’s success in school,” said Superintendent
Larry Didway. “The strong turnout at this event shows our community’s commitment to kids.”
PHOTO: Keynote speaker Dr. Amy Stoeber explains the impacts of Adverse Childhood Experiences
[ACEs], and ways parents can help their children learn to cope when stressed.
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Oregon City High School singers release first album
Not many singers can say they recorded their first album in high school, but Soundcheck, Oregon City
High School’s premier performing choir, just accomplished that.
The a capella group includes 17 singers who joined forces to record a mix of pop tunes, including covers
of Feel It Still and Something Just Like This. Teacher Julia Voorhies directs the group.
The album is for sale at http://bit.ly/soundcheck-album from Google Play, iTunes, Spotify, and Amazon.
A video of the group performing is available on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vtH3zdbbmk
PHOTO: Soundcheck, an elite singing group from Oregon City High, just released their first album,
including a capella covers of pop music.
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